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PAST  AND  PRESENT. 

For  eighty-five  years  the  Moravian  Church 
has  had  a Mission  among  lepers.  In  1822  the 
Government  of  the  Cape  Colony  erected  a hos- 
pital for  these  dreaded  outcasts  in  a desolate 
valley,  called  ‘TIemeil  en  Aarde,”  and  the  Gov- 
ernor asked  that  a Moravian  missionary  might 
undertake  the  temporal  and  spiritual  charge. 
Bro.  Leitner  and  his  English  wife  were  filling 
to  enter  this  abode  of  frightful  misery  and  pos- 
sible infection,  and  for  twenty-six  years  suc- 
cessive missionaries,  hound  to  abide  among  the 
lepers  by  no  law  but  that  of  love  to  Christ, 
labored  in  much  blessing.  When,  tin  1846,  the 
Government  removed  the  hospital  to  Rohben 
Island,  they  gladlly  followed  their  afflicted 
people  thither.  Here  their  duties  were  re- 
stricted to  the  spiritual  and  educational  charge 
of  the  lepers,  and  in  1867  the  Moravian  work 
among  the  lepers  of  South  Africa  was  handed 
over  to  a chaplain  of  the  English  Church. 

Just  at  that  time  another  door  for  service 
among  lepers  was  opened  to  the  Moravian 
Church  iin  Palestine,  where,  in  1865,  Baroness 
von  Keffenbrinck  Ascheraden,  moved  with 
compassion  for  the  pitiable  lepers  whom  she 
saw  at  Jerusalem,  built  a small  asylum  outside 
the  Jaffa  Gate.  A Committee  of  Christian  gen- 
tlemen was  formed,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  late  Bishop  Go'bat.  Once  more  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  Moravian  Church  for  persons 
able  and  willing  to  take  up  the  heavy  cross, 
which  the  daily  care  of  lepers  in  every  stage 
of  a loathsome  and  incurable,  disease  must  im- 
pose. Bro.  and  Sr.  Tappe,  who  had  labored  for 


some  years  in  Labrador,  accepted  a call  to  be- 
come House  Father  and  Mother  of  the  Leper 
Home,  consecrated  at  Jerusalem,  in  ‘May,  1867. 

But  the  maintenance  of  such  an  intsitution, 
requiring-  then  about  $1500  per  annum,  called 
for  the  exercise  of  faith  in  God.  It  happened 
that  while  the  Baroness  pondered  this  matter, 
a small  pamphlet,  from  the  pen  of  Bishop  La 
Tro'be,  published  in  1865,  and  giving  an  ac- 
count of  Moravian  mission  among  lepers  in 
South  Africa,  fell  into  her  hands.  She  at  once 
wrote  to  the  author,  claiming  his  sympathy  for 
the  lepers  in  Emmanuel’s  Land.  Her  touch- 
ing letter,  published  in  the  Moravian  Magazine, 
elicited  a response,  not  only  from  members  of 
the  Moravian  Church,  but  from  Christians  of 
other  denominations.  Year  by  year  help  has 
come,  often  most  unexpectedly.  Legacies  and 
special  gifts  have  gradually  accumulated,  and 
now  form  a Capital  Fund  of  $20,000.  The 
Baroness  died  in  1890;  but  in  1880,  at  her  urg- 
ent request,  the  Directing  Board  of  'the  Mo- 
ravian Church  undertook  the  entire  charge  of 
the  Home,  in  faith  that  its  own  members  and 
friends  would  continue  to  contribute  liberally. 

In  18  84,  after  seventeen  years  of  unremitting 
labor,  Bro.  Tappe  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Ger- 
many. Bro.  F.  Mueller  was  his  successor,  and 
from  1891  Bro.  Schubert  has  diligently  per- 
formed the  ever-increasing  duties  devolving 
on  the  House  Father. 

The  year  1885  found  the  wards  of  the  Asy- 
lum filled  with  patients  in  every  stage  of  lep- 
rosy, and  the  conviction  was  forced  upon  the 
Committee  in  Jerusalem  and  the  Board  in  Ger- 
many that  the  time  was  come  to  build  a larger 
hospital,  on  a plot  of  ground  purchased  some 
years  before  for  a vineyard  and  sanatorium. 
This  is  at  some  distance  from  the  city  gates, 
on  an  eminence  commanding  the  highway  from 
Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem.  The  new  Home,  with 


convenient  accommodation  for  the  House-par- 
ents and  their  helpers,  and  airy  wards  for  male 
and  female  patients,  was  opened  on  Sunday, 
April  24,  1887.  Protestant  Christians  of  sev- 
eral communions  took  part  in  the  solemn  ser- 
vices, and  ere  the  day  was  over  the  Pasha  of 
Jerusalem  joined  the  company  and  inspected 
the  whole  establishment. 

The  Turkish  Government  has  granted  to  the 
Moravian  Church  the  legal  recognition  of  its 
proprietary  rights  in  the  Leper  Home  at  Je- 
rusalem. 

Bro.  and  Sr.  Karl  Schubert  are  assisted  in 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  care  of  the  lepers 
by  five  Nurses.  One  of  these  has  the  care  of 
the  new  department,  opened  for  the  young 
children  of  leprous  parents.  Dr.  Einsler,  of 
Jerusalem,  is  the  physician.  At  present  there 
are  5 4 lepers,  male  and  female,  in  the  Home. 
The  majority  are  Moslems,  a few  are  Chris- 
tians. This  is  the  largest  number  on  record 
since  the  Home  was  instituted.  It  shows  that 
the  old  feeling  of  prejudice  and  suspicion 
towards  the  Christian  treatment  there  is  de- 
clining. With  the  increase  of  inmates,  how- 
ever, the  cost  has  risen.  The  year’s  expense 
amounted  in  1905  to  nearly  $10,000.  Though 
the  contributions  from  all  quarters  in  the  past 
year  exceeded  that  sum,  the  deficiencies  of  the 
last  years  amounted  at  the  close  of  1905  to 
$8540. 

The  Mission  to  the  Lepers  is  the  work  of  the  , 
whole  Church,  and  the  final  supervision  of  it 
belongs  to  the  General  Synod.  In  the  inter- 
vals between  Synods,  however,  the  manage- 
ment is  entrusted  to  a Committee  of  three 
members,  appointed  by  the  General  Synod,  and 
responsible  to  it.  One  of  the  members  must 
belong  to  the  Mission  Board.  The  Committee 
acts  in  the  name  of  the  Unity’s  Directing 
Board,  and  the  latter  has  a controlling  power 


over  it.  The  present  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee are  the  Brethren  B.  La  Trobe,  E.  Reichel 
and  W.  Koelbing.  The  Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urers of  the  work  in  Great  Britain,  America, 
and  Switzerland  are  corresponding  members 
of  the  Committee. 

This  Board  of  Management  at  home  is  sup- 
ported in  Jerusalem  by  a Local  Committee,  of 
which  Bro.  'Schubert  is  a member.  Endeavors 
are  made  to  secure  the  service  of  English  and 
American  gentlemen  living  in  Jerusalem  to 
join  or  co-operate  with  the  Local  Committee. 
The  supply  of  Nurses  for  the  Home  is  under- 
taken by  the  Deaconess  Institute  in  Germany. 

The  Treasurer  for  American  Contributions 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Home  for 
Lepers  at  Jerusalem  is  the  Rev.  Paul  de- 
Schweinitz,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


